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ABOUT GEORGIA O'KEEFFE

is one of the most significant
century, renowned fc
mn ution to modern m% Born on November
1887, the second of seven children,
orgia Totto O Keeffe arew up on a farm near
S Pmn ie, Wiscansin, By the
d from high schooel in
determined to ma

She studied at the Art Institute of Chicago and
Art Students LLeague in New Yark, where
she learned the technigues of traditicnal

nting. The direction of her artistic practice
fted when she studied the revolutionary
ideas aof Arthur Wesley Dow. She experimented
with aostraction for two years while she taught
art in West Texas. Through a series of abstract
charcoal drawings, she developed a personal
language to better express her feelings and
ideas.

O'Kesffe mailed some of these htahly abstract
drawings 1o a friend in New Yark City. Her
friend showed them to Alfred Stieghtz. the art
dealer and renowned pl\ctoqraphel who would
eventually become O'Keeffe's husband. He became the first to exhlblt her work, in 1916

By the mid-1920s. O'Keeffe was recognized as one of America's most important and successful
artists, known for her paintings of New York skyscrapers—an essentfially American symbof of
modernity—as well as her equally radical depictions of flowers.

In the summer of 1929, O'Keeffe made the first of many trips to northern New Mexico. The stark
landscape mspired a new direction in O'Keeffe's art. For the next two decades she spent most
summers hving and working in New Mexico. She made the state her permanent home in 1949,
In the 1950s, O'Keeffe began to travel interpationally. She painted and sketched works that
evoke the spectacular places she visited., including the mountain peaks of Peru and Japan’s
Mount Fuji. At the age of seventy-three. she took on a new subject: views of clouds and sky.
Suffering fram macular degeneration and failing vision, O'Keeffe painied her last unassisted oit
painting in 1972. However, O'Keeffe's will to create did not diminish with her eyesight. In 1977,
ai age ninety, she observed. | can see what | want to paint. The thing that makes you want to
create is still there.”

Late in life, and almost blind, she enlisted the help of several assistants to enable her to
cntinue creating art. In these works. she drew on favorite miotifs from memory and her vivid
iragination.

a O'Keeffe died in Santa Fe on March 6, 1986, at the age of 98.
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Day 1: Mini Personal Art Gallery

Materials: paper, pencils, colored pencils

Directions:

1.

2%

Think of 5 symbols that describe your personality or objects that represent you.
Those 5 symbols/objects will each become a work of artin your own gallery.
Using a single sheet of paper, cut at least 2 parallel lines and fold the new square
up to create a pop-up 3D gallery

Repeat 5 times to create the “5 works”

Option - you could also add walls or cut and glue in artworks that you have created
on other pieces of paper.

You can also decorate the floor, and the walls of your gallery.
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Day 2: Create an Abstract Landscape

One of the things Georgia O’Keeffe is known for her are her paintings and drawings of
landscape. After looking at the example landscape paintings here, see if you can
identify different geological features.

Key Vocabulary:

Create Landscape
Inspiration Abstract
Butte Mesa

Plain Plateau
Mountain

Materials:

e Foam sheets

e Recyclable materials
found at home-
magazines, flyers,
brochures

e Scissors

e Inspirational photos

o Glue







